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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stottmann et al. (5,431,294) [hereinafter Stottmann]. 

4. Regarding Claims 1 and 14, the patent to Stottmann - a flatware basket for a 
dishwasher - discloses a spoon basket of a dishwasher (10), comprising: a basket (30) 
for storing silverware (Abstract Lines 1-2); a cap (65) for moving upwards and 
downwards above the basket (Fig. 2, Col. 4 Lines 28-32) and supporting silverware 
(Col. 4 Lines 52-57); and a basket handle (52) extending a predetermined length from 
the basket for supporting the cap (Fig. 2, Col. 4 Lines 28-41). 



Application/Control Number: 10/573,916 
Art Unit: 3781 



Page 3 




height 
adjustment 
sabs 



5. Regarding Claims 7-8, Stottmann discloses a spoon basket of a dishwasher (1 0), 
comprising: a basket (30); a basket handle (52) having a cap support (between 61) 
extending a predetermined height from the basket; a cap (65) for moving upwards and 
downwards along the cap support; and a height-adjusting tab (70-73) on the cap and a 
guide slot (between 61 ) formed respectively on the cap and the cap support to be 
mutually coupled, the height-adjusting tab and the guide slot for guiding an upward and 
downward movement of the cap (Fig. 2, Col. 4 Lines 28-41). 

6. Regarding Claims 2 and 20, Stottmann discloses the cap is formed in a closed 
curvature (Fig. 2). The lower arms (Stottmann, 69) form part of the closed curvature of 
the cap. 
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7. Regarding Claim 3, Stottmann discloses the cap includes a side concaved a 
predetermined distance inward for resting against a predetermined portion of the basket 
handle (70-73, Fig. 2, Col. 4 Lines 28-32). 

8. Regarding Claim 4, Stottmann discloses a height-adjusting tab (70-73) on at 
least one side thereof protruding a predetermined height (Fig. 2). 

9. Regarding Claim 5, Stottmann discloses another basket (31 ) detachably 
disposed on at least one side thereof (Fig. 2). 

10. Regarding Claim 6, Stottmann discloses a height-adjusting tab (70-73) and a 
guide slot (between 61 ) formed respectively on the cap and the basket handle to be 
mutually coupled, the height-adjusting tab and the guide slot for guiding an upward and 
downward movement of the cap (Col. 4 Lines 32-41). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 9, Stottmann discloses the guide slot is formed of a 
predetermined width and length in a longitudinal direction of the cap support (Fig. 2). 

12. Regarding Claim 10, Stottmann discloses a concaved central portion defining the 
guide slot (Fig. 2). 

1 3. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Stottmann discloses a stop (62) formed therein for stopping 
the upward and downward movement of the cap (Fig. 2). 

14. Regarding Claim 12, Stottmann discloses the stop protrudes a predetermined 
distance from an extremity of the cap support forming the guide slot (Fig. 2). 

1 5. Regarding Claim 1 3, Stottmann discloses the stop is formed at an upper portion 
of the guide slot (Fig. 2). 
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16. Regarding Claim 15, Stottmann discloses the cap is spaced a predetermined 
distance from the basket (65, Fig. 2). 

17. Regarding Claim 16, Stottmann discloses the cap is movable (Col. 4 Lines 32- 
37). 

18. Regarding Claim 17, Stottmann discloses the basket handle (52) guides a 
movement of the cap (65, Col. 4 Lines 28-37). 

19. Regarding Claim 18, Stottmann discloses the cap and the basket handle include 
an uneven portion formed thereon (70-73, and 60-62) for providing coupling 
therebetween to guide a movement of the cap (Col. 4 Lines 28-37). 

20. Regarding Claim 19, Stottmann discloses a stop (62) formed therein for stopping 
the upward and downward movement of the cap (Fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: refer to PTO-892 Notice of References Cited. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT J. HICKS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1893. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM - 
5:00 PM, EST. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571 ) 272-4561 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert J Hicks/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3781 



/Anthony D Stash ick/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3781 



